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Sociery of LoNpox,

Nov. 2, Dr. Martox, Vice-President, communicated a Letter

1519.

from the Rev. Revett Sheppard, F.L.S., giving an ac-
count of the Coluber Chersea of Linneeus, Trans. Linn.
Soc., vol. xi1. p. 349, and the C. Prester, having been
found in the parish of Levington and other places in
the county of Suffolk, in arid waste situations, where,
{rom the circumstance of the Striz brachyotos fre-
quenting the same places during six months of the
year, it is probable that those vipers feed on mice.

Mar. 7, The Rev. William Whitear, F.L.S. communicated

1820.

the following Remarks by Mr. J. Youell of Yarmouth
in Norfolk :—In the spring of 1818, Mr. Youell pro-
cured from the marshes at Winterton upwards of thirty
eggs of the Shoveler Duck (Anas clypeata Linm.).
These eggs were put under some domestic fowls, and
most of them were hatched ; but he succeeded in rear-
ing only two of them. Their bills, when a few days
old, were not longer than those of the domestic Duck,
but at the age of three weeks they had obviously in-
creased in length more than those of the common
Duckling. One of these birds, a male, lived till it
was ten months old, and then had attained in a con-

siderable degree the adult plumage of the Shoveler.
4 x 2 Mr.
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Nov. 21.

- Mr. Youell observes that, although the usual food
of the Scoter (Anas nigra, Linn.) consists of shell-fish
and other marine productions, it will readily feed upon
corn. A bird of this species was kept alive by him
for several months, and fed upon barley. \

In the summer of 1817 Mr. Youell had four young
birds of the Teal (4Anas Crecca, Linn.), which were
hatched at Rudham in Norfolk.

From minute observations on the male birds of the

Godwit (Limosa rufa, Temminck), killed at different

periods, Mr. Youell is convinced that they do not
change the colour of their plumage in spring by shoot-
ing their feathers, but that the change is effected by
the cinereous feathers themselves becoming bay ; for
he has frequently observed upon the same individual

cinereous feathers more or less blotched with bay
colour.

Mr. Youell has also ascertained that the Pochard
(Anas ferina, Linn.) breeds on Scoulton-mere in Nor-
folk, where several were seen in May last sitting on
their nests, and with the young nearly excluded.

Mr. William Ross, F.1.S. announced in a Letter to
the Secretary, that on the 6th of December last he dis-
covered a species of Cyclamen in lower, and growing
in great abundance in a wood on Alderdown Farm, in
the parish of Sandhurst in Kent, on a poor yellow
sandy loam soil. The flowers were red, white, and

purple. Mr. Ross considers this to be the Cyclamen

europeum of Engl. Bot. (C. hederifolium, Smith Com-
pend. Flor. Brit.) and what is known among gardeners
by the name of C. autumnale. ‘

Read a Letter from Mr. J. Youell of Yarmouth, in
which
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which he states, that a fine specimen of Ardea comata
of Pallas, and of Gmel. Syst. Nat. i. p. 632. n. 41.,
was taken on the 20th of July last in a fisherman’s
net, whilst drying, at Ormsby in Norfolk, within fifty
yvards of the spot where the African Heron (Ardea cap-
sica, Lath.), formerly in the possession of Montagu.
and now in the British Museum, was taken about five
years ago.

Dr. Leach communicated an extract of a Letter.
addressed to him by Robert Scarth, Esq., containing
some observations on tho ceconomy of the Procellaria
pelagica, or Stormy Petrel.  Mr. Scarth states, that in
passing over a tract of peat-moss, near the shore, in a
small uninhabited island in Orkney, one evening in the
month of August last, he was surprised to hear a low
purring noise, somewhat resembling the sound of a
spinning-wheel i motion; and on inquiry, he was
informed by one of the boatmen who accompanied
him, that it was the noise commonly emitted by the
Alimonty (the Orkney name for the Stormy Petrel),
that frequented the island when hatching.

On examining a small hole in the ground, he found
the bird and its nest, which was very simple, being little
more than a few fragments of shells laid on the bare turf.
It contained two round pure-white eggs, which were
very large in comparison with the size of the bird.
When he seized the bird, she squirted out of her mouth
an oily substance of a very rancid smell. He took her
home, and having put her into a cage, he offered her
various kinds of worms to eat: but, as far as he could
observe, she ate nothing till after the expiration of four

days, when he observed that she occasionally drew the
feathers
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feathers of her breast singly across, or rather through
her bill, and appeared to suck an oily substance from

‘them. 'Thisinduced him to smear her breast with com-

mon train-oil ; and observing that she greedily sucked
the feathers, he repeated the smearing two or three times
in each day for about a week. He then placed a sau-
cer containing oil in the cage, and he observed that she

regularly extracted the oil by dipping her breast in the
vessel, and then sucked the feathers as before. In this

way he kept her for three months. After feeding she
sat quietly at the bottom of the cage, sometimes making

the same purring noise which first attracted his notice,

and sometimes whistling very shrilly.

Dr. Sims, F.L.S. communicated some observations
on the ceconomy of the Toad (Rana Bufo) by William
Fothergill, Esq. of which the following is an extract :
—*The common food of the T'oad is small worms, and

insects of every description ; but its favourite food
consists of Apus mellifica, A. conica, A. terrestris, and
Vespa vulgaris. When a Toad strikes any of these in-
sects, however, deglutition does not immediately take
place as in other cases, but the mandibles remain
closely compressed for a few seconds, in which time
the bee or wasp is killed, and all danger of being stung
avolded. The mandibles are provided with two pro-
tuberances, which appear'to be destined for this office.
Although capable of sustaining long abstinence, the
Toad is a voracious feeder when opportunity offers.
To a middle-sized one the writer has given nine wasps,
one immediately after another; the tenth it refused,

but in the afternoon of the same day it took eight more.
To




- Extracts from the Minute-Book of the Linnean Society. 619

To see the Toad display its full energy of character, it
1s necessary to discover it in its place of retirement for
- the day, and, if possible, unperceived to drop an in-
sect within its sight: it immediately arouses from its
apparent torpor, its beautiful eyes sparkle, it moves
with alacrity to its prey, and assumes a degree of ani-
mation incompatible with its general sluggish appear-
ance. \Vhen arrived at a proper distance, it makes a
full stop, and, in the attitude of a pointer, motionless
eyes its destined victim for a few seconds, when it darts
out 1its tongue upon it, and lodges it in its throat
with a velocity which the eye can scarcely follow. It
sometimes happens to make an ineffectual stroke, and
stuns the 1nsect without gorging it, but never makes a
second stroke until the insect resumes motion. It uni-
formly refuses to feed on dead insects, however recent.
For several years a'T'oad took up its abode during the
summer season under an inverted garden-pot, which
had a part of its rim broken out, in the writer’s gar-
den, making its first appearance in the latter end of
May, and retreating about the middle of September.
This Toad, there is reason to believe, distinguished the
persons of the family, who daily fed it, from stran-
gers ; as it would permit them to pat and stroke it.
To try the indiscriminating appetite of these animals,

the writer has dropped before a full-grownToad a young
one of its own species, about three-fourths of an inch

long, and the instant it began to move off, it was eagerly
struck at and swallowed ; but the writer, 1n repeating
this experiment, found that more will refuse than de-
vour the young of their own species. When living

minows (Cyprinus Phoxinus) were dropped before a
Toad,
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Toad, they were struck at and swallowed in the same
manner.. 'These experiments were made on Toads
at full liberty and met with accidentally. Toads ge-
nerally return to their winter quarters about the time
that swallows disappear. 'The writer on such occasions
has seen them burrowing in the ground backwards, by

the alternate motion of their hind legs.”
- To this communication Dr. Sims adds, that a tame

Kite, which he kept for some time, though frogs were
its favourite food, would never eat a l'oad ; but whilst
killing it, which he would always do when presented to

- him, showed signs of the greatest horror, screaming

May 24.

Nov. 20.

aloud at every peck he gave it, and retreating a little
way, as 1f afraid of receiving some injury from it, but

returning again to the attack till he had deprived it of

life. Dr.Sims also states, that upon passing a shock
from a small electrical battery through a'T'oad, the sur-
face of its back was immediately covered with small
drops of a substance as white as milk, which seemed to

ooze from every pore.

Living specimens of Linnea borealis were presented
by Miss Emma Trevelyan, by whom it was discovered
~for the first time in Fngland on the 1st of September
last, growing in a plantation consisting chiefly of Scotch
fir, about seventy years old, at Catcherside, in the pa-
rish of Hartburn in Northumberland.

Read a Letter from W. R. Whatton, Esq. to the

- Secretary, dated Manchester, 7th November, stating

that in the last summer, while a Hull whale-ship was
beset in the ice in the North Seas, the crew took a fe-
male Narwhal (Monodon monoceros) with a tooth in the

upper jaw, perfect, and in every respect like those of
the

o — *M-—“
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the males, though not so large. The sex of this ani-
mal was satisfactorily ascertained in cutting up, when
two feetuses were taken out of it.

Read a Letter from James Clealand, Esq. of Rath-
gael House, near Bangor in the county of Down, Ire-
land, containing an account of a new species of Pa-
tella, which has been named by Mr. Sowerby Patella
Clealandi. Mr.Clealand describes it as follows: Shell
oval, white, with red-brown or purple spots; faintly
striated longitudinally, and still more faintly trans-
versely ; summit obtuse, lateral, tinged with light pur-
ple; margin entire ; inside white, with a dark-brown
muscular impression. The young shells are very thin,
but the old are nearly opake. 'The size of the largest
specimen yet found is 9i-tenths of an inch in length,
7-tenths in breadth, and 4-tenths in height. There is
a dark-brown variety, with two indistinct rays from the
apex, one on each side. -

This shell was first found by Mr Clealand in June
1819, at low-water mark, on a smooth stone forming a
part of the breakwater at Port George, near Bangor.
And it has since been found in great numbers at the
same place during very low ebbs.

Dec. 18.  Dr. Maton, V. P. presented a Panicle of Holcus
Sorghum, raised in the garden of the Bishop of Dur-
ham, H.M.L.S. at Mongewell, from seeds collected on
the Himéldya mountains in IHindostan. Seeds from
this Panicle were stated by Dr. Maton to have grown
freely in Mr. Walcott’s garden at Oundle this year.

Read the following Extract from a Letter from Mr.
Patrick Hill, Surgeon in the Royal Navy,dated Sydney,

VOL. XIII. 4 1 New
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New South Wales, 3d January 1821, addressed to the
Secretary : Ly

“ You will be gratified to learn, that I have been
completely successful in establishing our friend Sir
John Jamison’s account of the spur of the Ornithorhyn-
chus paradoxus. 1 subjoin an extract from my notes :
‘ Sunday, Oct. 1, 1820.—0On the banks of Campbell’s
River. In the morning shot a male Ornithorhynchus.

On examination, soon after it was killed, I observed
near the extremity of the convex side of the spur, a
minute spot, like the orifice of a tube; and on endea-
vouring to pass a bristle from this spot, three succes-
sive drops of a limpid clear fluid issued from it. 1
then examined the other spur with the same result.
On dissecting the foot of the animal, I found at the
inner side of the root of the spur, immediately over the
articulation, a small cyst, which I cut into ; it did not
at that time contain any fluid ; but from it I, with great
ease, passed a horse-hair through the spur. This pre-
paration 1 have sent to you, together with the dried
cyst.’

““ You will also be pleased to learn, that I have been
fortunate enough to get an impregnated female of this
interesting animal. I give you another extract from my
notes : ¢ Bathurst, Oct. 13.—After breakfast went with
Mr. Scott to examine a hole, where we had been told

~ that a wounded Ornithorhynchus had taken refuge, and
which we hoped might prove to be the animal’s nest ;
but on digging we found it to be that of a Rat. On re-
turning, however, we were gratified in finding that a fe-
male Ornithorhynchus had been brought in alive, having

been
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been found on its nest in a lagoon near Campbell’s
River, by Mr. Rawley, who says that he was obliged to
tear the nest to pieces before he could get the animal
out, the nest being formed of reeds and rushes, with
a long tube or entrance into it, out of which the
bill of the animal only was visible. The animal was
placed in a bucket of water, in which it seemed to
enjoy itself for some time, occasionally getting on its
‘back in the water to scratch its head with the hind foot.
The eyes are small and prominent, of a muddy-brown
colour, with blue pupil, and are sitnated immediately
behind the skinny flap at the base of the bill. After
a short time it did not seem to like being in the water,
and therefore it was taken out ; a string was tied round
the leg, and it was allowed to go on the grass, where
it crawled along, seemingly with difficulty. It appeared
to like having its head scratched, as it allowed me to do
so without moving. < Oct. 14.—~Found the Oraitiio-
rhynchus nearly dead, and proceeded to examine its
structure. 'The rectum, vagina, and urinary bladder

have one common orifice. On opening the abdomen
I was much gratified to find in the left ovarium a round

vellow ovum, about the size of a small pea. There
were also two of smaller size, and an immense num-
ber of minute vesicles, hardly perceptible to the eye,
but distinctly visible under the microscope. 'There
was no uferus, nor any viscus similar to it, but only a
tube leading up from the cloaca, which divided inte
two ducts leading to the ovaries, similar in situation to
the Fallopian tubes of viviparous animals, but much
larger and wider. There was not any appearance of

impregnation in the right ovarium.” I cut out the
4 L2 whole
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whole of the internal parts of generation, the urinary
bladder, part of the rectum, and also the whole of the
cloaca unexamined, and put them into spirits. This
preparation is now in the possession of Mr. Scott, who
is to take it with him to England, and who will, I am
sure, feel much pleasure in showing it to you®. In
this preparation the urinary bladder must not be mis-
taken for an uterus.

““ Cookoogong a native, chief of the Boorah-Boorah
tribe, says, that it is a fact well known to them, that,
this animal lays two eggs, about the size, shape, and
colour of those of a hen: that the female sits a consi-
derable time on her eggs in a nest which is always
found among the reeds on the surface of the water;
that the animal can run on the grass, and 1s sometimes
found at a considerable distance from the water ; that

“he is also perfectly aware that a wound from the
spur of the male is followed by swelling and great
pain; but although he has seen many cases of it, he
has never known it fatal ; that the flesh of the ani-
mal i1s never eaten, and that the native name is Mullin-

b
gong.

April 16, The Secretary exhibited two living individuals of the
1822. Lemur albifrons of Geoffroy St. Hilaire, from Mada-
gascar, male and female.—It appears that M. Geoffroy

had seen only the male of this species; and M. Des-

marest, in Deterville’s Dictionnaire d’ Histoire Naturelle,
considers the Lemur anjuanensis of Geoftroy, which has

no white about the face, as the female of Lemur albi-

* Mr. Scott, on his arrival in England, presented the preparation to the University
of Oxford.

frons;
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frons ; whereas, both sexes of the animals now exhi-
bited are marked alike in this respect.

May 24.

A marble Bust of the late Right Honourable Sir

Joseph Banks, Bart., G.C.B. Hon. Mem. Linn. Soc..
which has been executed by Mr. Chantry, was placed

in the Meeting Room.

It was paid for by subscnptxon

~of the followmo Members of the Society, viz.

William Townsend Aiton, Esq.
» Mr. William Anderson
William, Lord Bagot

Rev. Sackville Bale, M. A.
Robert Barclay, Esq.

Edward Barnard, Esq.

John Barrow, Esq. F.R.S.
Thomas, Marquis of Bath, LL.D. F.A.S.
Robert Batty, M.D.

Francis Bauer, Esq. F.R.S.
William Beatty, M. D, F.R.S.
John, Duke of Bedford

Charles Bell, Esq. F.R.S. Ed.
Thomas Bell, Esq.

William Bentham, Esq.

James E. Bicheno, Esq.

John Blackburne, Esq. MLP. I.R.5.
James T. Bland, Esq.

Michael Bland, Esq. F.R.S. and A.S.
William Borrer, Jun. Esq.

William Bowles, Esq.

John Bowring, Esq.

Henry Boys, Esq.

John William, Earl of Bridgewater, F.R.S.

William Bridgeman, Esq. F.R.S.
James Brodie, Esq. F.R.S. and A.5.
Henry J. Brooke, Esq. F.R.S.

Rev. John Brooke, M.A.

Robert Brown, Esq. F.R.S. Librarian

Mr. William Bullock

John Caley, Esq. F.R.S. and A.S.

Samuel, Lord Bishop of Carlisle, LL.D.
V.P. R.S. Vice- President.

Richard Cartwright, Esq.

John Cator, Esq.

William Cattley, Esq.

Henry T, Colebrooke, Esq. F.R.S.

Charles Collinson, Esq.

Joseph Correa de Serra, LL.D. F.R.S.

Rev. W, Coxe, M.A. F.R.S. and A.S.

John Cresswell, Esq.

Sir Alex. Crichton, Knight, M.D, F.R.S,

Sir Thomas Gery Cullum, Bart, F.R.S.

Rev. James Dalton, M. A.

David Elisha Davy, Esq.

Mr. James Dickson

John Dunston, Esq.

Hon. Shute, Lard Bp. of Durham, LL D.

Sir William Elford, Bart, F.R.,S.

John Ellis, Esq. IF.R.S.

John Fleming, Esq. M.P. F.R.S.

Andrew Forster, Esq.

Edward Forster, Esq. ¥.R.S, Treasurer

Thomas F. Forster, Esq.

Sir Thomas Frankland, Bart, F.R.S.

Rev. Thomas Garnier, M.A.

Sir George S. Gibbes, Kt. M.D. I'.R.5,

Rev. Joseph Goodall, D,D.

SIr
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Sir James Graham, Bart. M.P. Alex. MacLeay, Esq. F R.S.Secretary

Hon. Robert Fulk Greville, F.R.S. William Sharp MacLeay, Esq. M.A.

Willlam Griffin, Esq. George Magrath, M.D. F.R.S.

John Wynn Griffith, Esq. M,P. Lewis Majendie, Esq. F.R.S, and A.S.

John Gunning, Esq. Mr. William Malcolm

Richard Hare, Esq. Mr. Gideon A. Mantell

Edward Hasell, Esq. Sir Thomas Mantell, Knt. F.R.S.

Charles Hatchett, Esq. V.P. R.S. Capt. Frederick Marryatt, R.N. F.R.S.

Adrian Hardy Haworth, Esq. Rev. Thomas Martyn, B.D. F.R.S.

William Henderson, Esq. William George Maton, M.D. F.R.S. and
George Hibbert, Esq. F.R.S. A.S. Vice-President

Sir Richard Colt Hoare, Bart, F.R.S. Archibald Menzies, Esq.
Sir Benjamin Hobhouse, Bart. F.R.S. Samuel Merriman, M.D.

Sir Everard Home, Bart, V.P. R.S. Daniel Moore, Esq. F.R.S. and A.S.
William Jackson Hooker, LL.D.F.R.S. | Rev. Robert Nixon, B.D.F.R.S. & A.S.
Thomas Horsfield, M.D. John Ayrton Paris, M.D. F.R.S.
Mr. Thomas Hoy Thomas Lister Parker, Esq. F.R.S.& A.S.
Sir Abraham Hume, Bart. M.P, F.R.S. | John Pearson, Esq. F.R.S.
Sir Alex. Johnston, Knt. F.R.S. William Peete, Esq. .
Mr. Frederick Kanmacher Sir Christopher Pegge, Knt. F.R.S.& A.S.
William Kent, Esq. David Pennant, Esq. F.R.S.
Samuel Kershaw, Esq. William Hasledine Pepys, Esq. F.R.S.
Rev. William Kirby, M.A. F.R.S. Louis Hayes Petit, Esq. F.R.S. and A.S.
Thomas Andrew Knight, Esq. F.R.S. William Pilkington, Esq. F.A.S.
Charles Konig, Esq. F.R.S. William Porden, Esq.
Aylmer Bourke Lambert, Esq. F.R.S and | Rev. Edmund Poulter, M.D.

A.S. Vice-President Rev.Thomas Rackett, M.A.F.R.S.&A.S.
John Latham, M.D. F.R.S. and A.S. Peter Rainier, M.D.
John Latham, M.D. F.R.S. John Rennie, Esq. F.R.S.
William Lewis, Esq. John Gibbs Ridout, M.D.
Mr. John Lindley Edward Roberts, Esq.
William Horton Lloyd, Esq. Edward Rudge, Esq. F.R.S. and A.S.
George, Lord Lovaine, M.P. Capt. Edward Sabine, F.R.S.
Edward Loveden Loveden, Esq. Joseph Sabine, Esq. F.R.S. and A.S.
Sir John Wm. Lubbock, Bart. F.R.S. John, Lord Bishop of Salisbury, LL.D.
Charles Lyell, Esq. F.R.S.and A.S.

Rev. Daniel Lysons, M.A. F.R.S.& A.S. | Sir Claude Scott, Bart.

Richard Simmons, Esq. F.R.S. and A.S.
Robert Simpson, Esq.

John
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Edward, Lord Stanley, M.P. Vice.-Pres. | N. Bagshaw Ward, Esq.
Sir Geo. T. Staunton, Bart. F.R.S. & A.S.| Sir William Watson, Knt, F.R:S.

James Francis Stephens, Esq. Joseph Whidbey, Esq. F.R.S.

Charles Stokes, Esq. F.R.S.and A.S. George Williams, M.D.

Daniel Stuart, Esq. William Wood, Esq. F.RS. e A9 -
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